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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5, 1972 10:50 AM

- e N

THE COURT: You may stand beyond the rail, ladies and

gentlemen, You needn't come in. We still have not yet

selected the alternate jurors, I am sorry to reporkt.

(Proczedings had on an unrelated matter.)
" THE GOURT: Those of you who are on the juxy in the

- case of People Vs, Dav%i.s, the Court will excuse you now

1 wii:h the same admonmi:iqn ;:hat I gave you yesterday.

- You are not to converse amongst yourselves nor
with anypne else, “nor permit anyone to converse with you on
any subject connected with this matter, nor dare you to form
or express ariy op:lnion on the matter until it is finally
submitted to you.
I"11 excuse you until 9:30 tomorrow morning.
All right. Thank you. And you may leave now.
Remember also the admonition that I gave you concerning
publicity. You are to tdke affirmative steéeps to aveid any
publicity concerning this trial, Mr. Mar!son- ox Mr. Davis.
Good ddy. 8See you tomorrow. |

MR. DENNY: The alternates, too?

THE COURT: Ag tn the alternates -~ or prospective
alternates, we still have to select three alternates in this
case. There are three of you prospective alternates who are
in the box, I believe Mr. Jeffery, Mr. Chavers and Mr.
-Corman.

MR, KAY: Mrs., Corman?
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THE COURT: Pardon me?
MR. RAY; Mrs. Corman, I believe.
THE COURT: Yes. Pardon me. Mrs. Corman.

And counsel have not yet completed voir dire
examination of those prospective alternates. So therefore--
and this Court mugt recess today for other couri business,

1t's an unusual procedure to have to do this,
but the Court must do this at this time.

And so I'11 ask all of you to come back tomorrow
morning at 9:30,

{ MR. RAY: Your Honor, may we approach the bench for a

THE GOURT: Yes, you.may. GCome right up here.

+
[

AP (Wﬁergu;;ong,ﬁ;:oceedings were had at the bench

among. Court and counsel, outside the hearing of the
’: jugy, whi;;h'.;wére ot reported.)
e THE 4GQUR;T‘: - All yight. Will you be here -~ let's see
- fi{ref mi;mtefs early, at 2:25, ladies and gentlemen?

I intend to start at 9:30 promptly with the
selection of the alternates in this matter. 9:25 tomorrow
morning.

Remember the admonition that I have just given
to the other jurors who have been selected in this case.

So, will you also observe it yourselves? And L'll see you
tomorrow morning at 9:25, |

(Whereupon, at 10:01 o'clock a.m., an adjournment

was taken in this matter until 9:30 o'clock a.m. of the

folloving morning, Thursday, January 6, 1972.)
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L0S ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 1972 9:35 A.M,

THE COURT: People vs. Davis. Mr, Denny ls present
and Mr. Kay and the defendant. ‘

JUROR CORMAN: Judge, may I ask one question?

THE COURT: Not yet. You hdve to wait one moment
before we can proceed.

Yes, the record will show the defendant to be
present, Mr. Denny to be present, Mr, Kay for the People.
And Mrg, Corman is in the fox.

‘ You can bring the 12 jurors whom we had in the
box; “bring them in. The Court intends to excuse them,
;:: MR. KAY: Well --
THE COURT: I want to tell you gentlemen, we'll only

' be running 4 fow :h}ﬁpt:es here. The Gourt will have to
"'ad'j'durn- hecause of this other business that I am obliged to

pursue. ' . . o
IR, I%AY‘!: Would your Honox care to talk to our mad
wi.iiae'sses ‘iéha'ﬁ'héve -éonie back for three days?
THE COURT: I realize what your problems are.
MR. DENNY: Your Homor, may we approach the bench for
just a few minutes? |
THE COURT: Yes.
{(Whereupon, proceedings were had at thebench
among Court and counsel, outside the heaxing of the
prospective alternate juror, vhich was not reported:)

THE COURT: Are the 12 jurors here?
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Mrs. Obradovich here? She is in front.

Vasquez, and Migs Frazier 'I see here. Mr. Gould,
I saw him. Mr. Timothy, where is he?

And Muldrow, I see hexr. Mr. Cano, Menard and
Auvghinbaugh, Gipson, Craven and Sandberg, Mrs, Sandberg.

I'm going to have to excuse you again, ladies
and gentlemen. We won't be .able to begin the case today.
We'll be working just a very short time attempting to £ind
alternate jurors. And quite possibly we will be able to
begin the case tomorrow. It 1s not entirely the fault of
counsel, if any, either coumsel. It is court business that im-
pels.us to take some time off today., It is a rather unusual
circumstance. It has not happened before, but the Court is a
membex. of a subcomittee of a committee; and I must work om
that, committee today. And so I'll exeuse you until 9:30
tomorrow morning and hopefully we will be able to begin the

' case tomqrrow

. . .

B ‘v - Remember the same admonishment that I have hereto

fore g;x.vgn you, you_are not to converse amongst yourselves,
nor with anyo’ne else, nor pexmit anyone to converse with you
on any subject connected with this matter, nor are you to

form or express any opinion on the matter until it is finally

- gubmitted to you.

See you tomorrow morning.
(Whereupon, the jury retired from the courtroom,

and the following proceedings were had:)
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“4-‘ ". -

THE COURT: Now, Mrs. Corman is in the box, and I
believe that you, Mr. Denny, were asking her zome guestions.

MR, DENNY: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you recall at all where you were?

MR. DENNY: Yes, I do, your Honorx.

THE COURT: Very well.

(Pauce in the proceedings while a discusgion off
the record ensued at the counsel table between Mr. Kay-and
Myx. Denny.)

MR. DEBNY: 1I'm reminded, your Honor, by Mr.‘Kay that
she indicated that she did haveo a question to ask of the
Court.

THE COURT: Mre. Corman?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR CORMAN: Well, I wanted £¢ ask one
guestion. There way one guestion I heard you ask the other
jurors that you didn't ask we, and that was: Did I have
anyone in the law enforcement?

I don't, but my son is an attorney. He hasn't
practiced for 16 years, in the law business. He's in
politice, ~-

é ﬁHE COURT: Is he -~
b 'P§OSPECTIVE JUROR CORMAN: ~- @ congressman.
THE COURT: -~ a mewmber of the Califbrnia Bar?
rgi.ios'fmc_m"'aév?&:;ﬁtgapg CORMAN: Yos, he is.
EHE éOURT: Ana where it hig office?
fgbRos?Ec@IGEfgﬁROR CORMAN: Well, he --

MR. KAY: He's a congressaan, your Honor.
( . - . . -

VT PROSPECTIVE JUROR CORMAN: A congressman now. He
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hasn't practiced law for 16 years.

THE COURT: I wondered at the name. Your son is James
Cornan?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR CORMAN: That's right. But I didn‘t
know if that wade a difference. And I thought I chould let
you know, so you wouldn't have to do this other questioning,
if it qid.

THE COURT: All right.

Go ahead, Mr. Demny.

VJIR DIRE EXAMINATION OF
EDNA V. CORMAN
BY MR. DENNY:
Q Mrs. caﬁman, do you Feel that that rather
august position held by your son, in the legislative branch
of our federal government, would have any bearing on the way

you would -~

A Well, T —--
Q ~= dotermine the Fackts of this case?
A I don't sce how it could. But I didn't know what

your point was. You know, you asked all that, the others,
and I just thought I should tell you.

O Somotimes the judge doesn’t know what our pojint
is on @tking thoce guestions, eilther.

(A Well, I mean, he hadn't asked me that. I
ginténded to cay that when he did, you know, but he gidn‘t.
Q. Ali gi@ht:

R !

U‘-. A '-qizéon“t,ség th it could. He lives in Washington,
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D. ¢. I won't see him now until the middle of Februafy.

THE COURT: Did we inquire about your jury experience?
I wonder if I —--

PROSPECTIVE JUROR CORMAN: What?

THE COURT: Have you had any jury experience?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR CORMAN: The only onec ie since I have
been called this time, in a civil case, --

THE COURT: 1 see.

PRQSPECTIVE JUROR CORMAN: ~-- & damage suit. And then,
we didn't decide it after listening twd weeks.

THE COURT: I :see.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR CORMAN: That's the only one.
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THE COURT: And I believe you stated that you were ==
you have been a widow for some 40 years?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR CORMAN: That's right.

THE CQURT: Go ahead, Mr. Denny.

MR. DENNY: Thank you.
BY MR. DENNY:

Q Ma'am, as far as»i- we were on the subject of
your religious magazines -~

A Yes.

Q =~ that you got. I wonder, do you listen to
Reverend Hinkle's broadcasts of the Daily Word -~

A No, I don't.
~= in the mpmming?
I neyver listen to my TV; only at night.

I see.

> O > L

1'm too busy.

- Q All right. And do you have any feelings at all
that beéausé of any religious beliefs or convictions that you
haVe, that they would tend to make you feel perhaps more

| 1nc1ined toward lenlency for the defendant in this case?

. .A  Ro; I don't.
‘uiqil- Ohfﬁﬁe othéé*ﬁand are your religious convictions

1

-~

such that you feei perhaps that you might cast yourgelf in
the role, say, of the avenging angel of Justice?

4 -No, I:do not.
o Qﬁ Tﬁesé questions may seem a little facetioug, but
strangely enough, there have been people, sitting almost 1n

the seat where you are sitting, who have felt almost that way,
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and have disqualified themselves for that reason.
You don't feel that your --
A N’O’, 1 dOIl’t-

Q ~= your religious convictions, one way or another,

are such that they would bave a bearing on your determination
of the guiii.t or innocence -~

I do not.

-~ of the defendant?

No, I do not.

> B

Q Alliight. Now, again, ma'am, I don't want to
press thé lgsue, but I noticed that in listening to the
Judge this morming =-- in just a short colloquy that was had~-
you did seem to strain forward to hear him.

A Well, maybe -- I didn't know that I did it, But
maybe -~ maybe I do. I do have to listen. They talk fast,
and ==~

] Well; I am just concerned, frankly, sbout that
one issue. But if you are mot concerned about it, if you
don't feel that you would have any difficulty, seated as an
alternate juror here =-- and you would be sitting up in the
last seat in the last row here (indicating), the farf:hest
from thé W;Ltness box =~ and 1f you feel that there might be

some difficulty in your hear:mg in getting not only all of

=who wiﬂ be talking ‘into that microphone, but all of the

questions from the lawyers -~ who may mot be using a microphone
or probably won't be using a micropheone -~ if you feel there's
a problem there, I: would certainly appreciate it if you'd let

’ the questions --.not only gkl of the answers from the witnesses

bl
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the Court and the attorneys know.
If you feel that there will be no problem, then

we "1l go by that.

A Well, I -- I don't think so. But if you think
s0, why ~- (shrugging her shoulders).

Q Well, I ==

A I didn't have any trouble in the other -~ hearing |
them. But they didn't talk on a microphone. But they were

right close to us.

Q That was one of the small courtroonis -~
Yes.
Q -=- pver in the New Courthouse?

oo

Yes.

Q All right.

THE COURT: Mrs. Corman, if you do have any trouble
hearing, would you be embarrassed at all in raiging your
hand? |

PROSPECTIVE JUROR CORMAN: No. We were told to do
that in the other case.

Q. BY MR. DENNY: Mighty fine. All right. Now,
ma'am, as far as the other questions that I asked the othexr
jurorsi, I just want to ask you ome or two,

First of all, you heard me agk about if any of

, the",jfzro:r:‘s found themselves in the minority posiiion,
;. <™y .

.perhaps just one, they were the only one voting in that
'_partlcular feshion, whgther it was for guilt or lmnocence,

and all of the other - all of the 11 others were of the
( p.os-i,te;‘ qpiq:i.pn; and, in good conscience, they were voting

, . M
\ . i
i3 . - ¢ § '
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2 their :ﬁeeiiﬁg;'s,,': theiz convictions different from yours,
. 5 would you vote with them merely in order to bring in a
3 unanimous verdict, if you weren't convinced of the correcte
% s | nesg of thelr position?

5 A I don't think I would. They might convince me,
2b fls. but you know, they'd have to --
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,§ - They would have to convince you of the
) 1{ ; i HE T

correoctnevs of rheir position?

4

L. B Thuy wauld.

Q Ofﬁerwise; you wouldn®t let the mere weight of
nuwbers, no aatter how well intentioned they might seem to be,
change your mind frow what you thoujyht was thg correct
position; ie that right?

A That®s right.

Q On the other hand, I take it you would be, as
Mr. Kay has asked all the other jurors, reasonable in your
approach to the evidence?

A I would.

Q And would discuss with them your ~- your views?
You wouldn't just close your mind and say, "I know what I know,|
and nothing you say will convince me to the contrary,"

Is that right?

A That's right.

Q But you would also, I hope, attewpt ko convince
them of the correctness of your viewpoint ~—

A I would.

9 -~ 1L{ you were in a minority? Or even ii you were
in the @ajority, to convince the winority membersg; is that
right? -

A That's right.

Q Now, did you hear the other guestions that I
asked of the other jurors, during the éaxly —-—

A Yes, I did. |

s Q- -- period?

3
.t

-




10
i
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22,
23
24
25
26
27

@&

2608

e e

- .
:the same as

A

Q :
e
5

murder casze

murder case

sitting to determine the guilt or innocerice -- and possibly

the life or
A
Q

sitting &8 a juror, and your ability to fairly try the igsues

of both guilt or innocence and perhaps even the issues of life

or death?

A

if it's necespary for me to sit on i, I am willing to do

whatever.

I am willing to do it. Well, not -= and if not, I am willing

to be excused.
MR. DENNY: That*s all we can ask of any juror.
THE COURT: Pass [or cause?

MR. DENNY: Pass for cause, your Honor.

MR. KAY: Thank you, your Honor.

' ﬁwithaséfwho remained there on the panel?

‘ALl right. Now, despite the fact that this is a

Do you feel that your answers would be essentially

. L g

‘v ad
-4

- i
I do.
v -

Yes, I do.

~- and, as you say, it's never pleasant to sit on a

-~ do you have any reservations whatsoever about

death -~ of Mr, Bruce Davis in this case?
Would I have any what, did you say?

Would you have any reservations whatsoever about

Well, I would do ay best. And I don't ~~ if I ~-
If you think I am -~ that they want me here, why,

But I will do my best; that's all.

Thank you, Mrs. Corman, very nuch.
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~a

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION

' BY MR. KAY:

Q Mrg ., Corman, if you are ceated as an alternate

Jjurpiahere,;will yqu pxomisé me that, if you have any

dlrflculty whatsoever in hearing a witness, that you will
1nmed1ately ralae yalir hand, and tell the judye that you are
having difgiqultyQ':.

“ x‘Becéﬁée; ;é:don't want you to miss any Of the
evidence for sither side, for the prosecution or for the
defense.

o, will yoy promise we that?

A I will. I raised my hand, and I was the only one
in the jury that &id, when one man got so low. I did*‘and they
told him to speak up.

8o, I'm not afraid.

Q That‘s good. And algo, if you can't hear one of
the attorneys ~-— either myself ox Mr. Manzella or Mr. Denny —-
you know, don't hesitate, because we are mot going to bite you
or anything. And we want you to hearx. |

We wouldn't be here if we didn't feel that we had
something that we wanted you to hear.

Have you determineé, in your own wind, that if you
feel that the evidence‘in this case warranted it, that you

could vote to impose the death penalty against Mr. Davis?

a I do.
Q And I take it that you could impose the death

penalty if you felt that it was right in this case?

A I do.

b
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Q Now, did you understand what I told the other
jurors, about reasonable doubt, and about that baing the‘
prosecution's only burden in this case? And do you think you
understqpq that?

A" I think I do.

y .
PO

o' @ all right. Okay.

.- AAnd you wouldn'b hold the prosecution to any higher

l

:burden of proof than that wauld you?
B N Q:‘d "

! ¥ M

Q:' ALl ight. Okay.

You' reallze that that's ity that we only have to

h k ,

prove Mr. Davis gullty of these three charges beyond a reason-

+
able doubt, and not to -~- heyond all doubt, or to an absolute
certainty, or beyond a shadow of a doubt, but only keyond a
reasonable doubt.

Now, on Count No. 3 in this case, you've heard both
myself and Mr. Denny state that the prosecution will not be
able to produce the body of Donald Jerome Shea, or photographs
of the body.

whaga s i
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, Now,, g‘lqes this make you automatically close your
mind to the case én Count No, III, or are you willing to
keep an. open mind and let the evidence convince you of Mr.

Davis guilt beyond a reasonable doubt:, if the evidence can

do so?
A I am.
Q And you'll keep an open mind?
A I will.
Q And do you think you ﬁnderstand the explanation |

1 gave the other jurors, and that Mr. Denny gave the other
jurors, about the distinetion between direct and circumstan~
tial evidence?

A I do.

Q And will you follow all the Court's instructions
on that?

A I will.

Q And you imderstand that under the law of
California, neither direct nor circumstantial evidence is
more entitled to more weight than the other? In othér words,
they 're egqual in the gyeg of the law.

Do you have any quarrel with that instruction?

A No, I don't.

Q And can you think of any reason why you couldn't
give the People of the State of California, who Mr. Manzella
and I represent in this case, a fair trial?

A No,

] And will you promise me that if you arxe selected

as a regular juror, after you are an alteirpate juror -~ if
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“place --”that when you get. in the jury zoom, that you'll

g

just be as reasc_mable ag you pogsibly can be?
FURE m’ll,.
;. MR. RAY: :Okay: . Thank you. 1'Ll pags for cause.
THE COURT: Both stdes pass for cause, The peremptory's
with the defendant.

MR. DENNY: We'll accept the alternate panel as
constituted.

THE COURT: With the People.

MR. KAY: We will accept the alternate panel as
congtituted, your Honor.

THE COURT: Very well. All right. Get the other two
in, will you?

THE BAILIFF: Yes, sgir.

THE COURT: We'll have to begin tomorrow morning.
We could set it for 2:00 and see whether or not ~= if you
want to make opening statements at 2:00 -~ to see whether
or not this work that I am working on -~

MR. KAY: Do you mean 2:;00 tomorrow?

THE COURT: This afternoon.

MR. RAY: Well, ocur regular jury has been excused.

THE COURT: =~ could be atcomplished.

That's true. I did excuse them until tomorrow.
That's right. '
All right. That's what we'll have to do.

As I told you at the bench, I assume that I will be engaged
all day, in any event, so that we sre ~~-
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H

-} MR. RAYs  Right..

THE BAILIFF: The entire panel, your Honor?
| THE COURT: Yes. Bring in the entire panel.
o The three alternates, as 1 see 1t, are Mr.

Jeffery, Mr. Chavers, and Mrs. Corman.

THE COURT: Do you want to bring the witnesses in,

too? | And I‘ll oxder them back.

_ MR, kAY: Okay. Thank you.

"+ THE GOURT: Mr."';f.?effery, Mr. Chavers, woﬁld you take
your seats in the box? :

We have gelected three aliernate jurors mnow, .
ladies and gentlemen, so the Court will excuse the balance
of the panel.

The Court thanks you, and you are excused.
Would you return to the 15th floor of the New Hall of
Records, right away?

_ | And Mrs. Corman and gentlemen, you bave- the same
obligations that the ot»her‘ jurors who have been sworn have,
We'll swear you now, together.

Would you pleage rige?

THE CLERK: You and each of you do solemmly swear
thatyou will well and truly try the cause now pending
before this court, and a true verdict render therein,
according to the evidence and the instructions of the
Court, so help you God?

THE ALTERNATE JURORS: I do.

THE COURT: Please be seated.

You must listen just ag attentlvely as any of
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; to time, and you are to follow and heed that admonishment,
‘ _Juat as the ot:,her Jurors musk,

. S wn.lil admonish you that you are not to diseuss

" affirmative steps to avoid -~ such matters.

these jurors who have been sworn, because- you may be called
upon to fill in for anyone of them at &any time.
Do you all understand that?
(The three altemaﬁe, jurors angwered in the
| affirmative )
ly I['HE COURT: And the Court will admonish you from time

this case amongst yourselves, with the other jurors, or with
anyone,‘ that ym;. are notto allow anyone to discuss it with
you durmg the time that you are an alternate juror or &
juror,
And you are not to form or express any opinion

on the matter until it's finally submitted Lo you.

_ You are not to allow yourself to be exposed to
any publicity concerning the case, concerning Charles Manson,
the Manson Family, or M. Davis.

The Court orxders you that you are to avold -~ také

If a radio program is turned on in your presence,
and there's nothing you can do to avoid it, except leave the

roon or turn the radio off, well, do that.
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And if you zece a headlines -~- sometimes, you can't
avoid a headline. But you are not to read the balance of the
paper.

Ask somebody to cut it out for you, if you are
curiougs and want to know something about it later.

But is there any question in your minds, in any
of youyx ﬁinds, about that?

;ﬁ:. fES, Mre., Corman?

ALTERNATE JUROR CORMAN: I just wanted to ask you:

-
yo.oo

S Rce wé gllowed to tell our own relatives that we
are going to cit on this jury?

3

THE COURT: Oh, you may state that you are sittiny on a

]

case =~
. ALTERNATE JUROR.CORMAN: Yeah.

THE COURT: -- involving People versus —— entitled
People versus Davie.

ALTERNATE JUROR CORMAN: Yeah. I sce.

THE COURT: You needn't sta#e what it's about. Just telH
poople that you will be involved until the latter part of
February. That's all right.

All right. I'll excuse you until tomorrow at
9:30. Tomorrow mdrning at 9:30.

Do you have comne withesses that need to be ordered
back?

MR. KAY: Yes, your Honor. I have Mr, HMichael Erwin.

The other three withesses are down at coffee, and
I canft get them. But I wondexr if --

THE COURT: Well, will you be using —- assuaing you

. . L
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make your opening statesents tomorrow morning, would you be
uciny lir. Brwin?

HR. KAY: Yesn, we would. Ha2 would dcfinitely bo one of
our first witnezseu.

THE COURT: Arxe you Mr. Erwin?

MR, ERWIN: Yes, I au,

THE COURP: I'm corry to cause you to coxne back aguin,
Mr. Erwin.

‘MR. ERWIN: That's all right.

'alf-THE COURT: But the Court orders you ko return tomorrow

worning —-

L 4253; ﬁ%?é ;i ﬁ%@&errif we could have him, say, about
11:30? _ |
THE: GOURT: * A11 right.
MR. KAY: Would that be &1l right?
'"MR. ERWIN: YVeah, that's fine.
THE COURT: All gight. At 11:30,
And your other witnessos?
MR. KAY¥: Well, I can*t locate theu now.
THE COURT: Da‘you wish me to wait, or will you be uble
to lasso and hogtie them back in?
¥YR. KAY: How much longer is the Court going to be here?
THE COURT: Well, I intended to lecave now, to 30 to the -
MR. KAY: VWell =~
THE COURT¢ ~- other courthousc.
MR. KAY: We'll make it.
THE COURT: All right. We are in rceess, then, uatil

9:30 tomorrow morning.






